Farrer Primary School Newsletter
Term 4 Week 3 - 27 October 2022

Acknowledgement of Country - written by Alexander, 4BW

Yumalaundi, I would like to pay my respects to the Ngunnawal people who are the traditional
custodians of this land on which we learn. I would like to pay my respects to the elders past and
present. I thank them for the waterways, oceans, mountains, hills and wildlife.
Each newsletter we will feature an Acknowledgement of Country written by a class or individual as
part of their learning programs at the start of the school year.

Messages from The Principal - Ms Wallace

Cross country
Thank you to everyone who came along to support the Cross Country last week. We are so grateful
that we were finally able to run the event on a sunny day. Congratulations to all students who
participated and to those who received ribbons at assembly on Monday. Thank you to Mr Maron
and Mr Gibson for all your organising.

From our School Captains - Student Congress
Last Friday we got to participate in a Student Congress meeting with all the school leaders or
representatives in the ACT. We discussed many different ways for students' voices to be heard in
schools and around the local areas. We discussed how different schools hear students' voices. We

got to share the different ways we have student voice in Year 6 and will be visiting classes in the
coming weeks to see how each class shares their thoughts and ideas. It was a great experience for us
as we got to get our ideas out and to get our voices heard in the special meeting.
Sarah Bowden and Tom Hanbidge

Science Fair
Congratulations to all children who participated in the Farrer PS Science Fair last week. The entries
were diverse and showed much thought and effort. Congratulations to place getters and ACT
Science Fair entrants. Thank you to Mrs Elliot for inspiring the children’s scientific thinking.

Aquasafe
Congratulations to our year two children who successfully completed the Aquasafe program last
week. The program teaches and reinforces important water safety skills. Thanks to Miss Wilson and
Mrs Mackie as well as parents and support staff who helped with the program.

Staffing update
Sharlot Holmes, Business Manager, is on leave for the remainder of the school year. Teresa Ang will
take on the Business Manager role and Trudy Thornton will take on the reception role during this
time. Please contact either Teresa or Trudy as needed.

Term 4 planning days (pupil free)
Two staff planning days (pupil free) will again be in place in Term 4. The dates are Friday 28 October
2022 and Monday 28 November 2022. These planning days provide an important opportunity for
our staff to undertake training, plan for the remainder of the term and the year ahead and finalise
end of year student reporting which can't be done during class time. While students may wish to use
these days to catch up on homework and / or assignments, no additional work will be allocated to
them on these days. Families may like to use these as wellbeing days for their children. Students
who can't stay at home will be able to attend school and be supervised while undertaking general
learning activities. Please confirm attendance with our front office via email
info@farrerps.act.edu.au

Rapid Antigen Tests
Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) are available on an as needed basis. This could be if your child has
symptoms or if there is a spike in cases in a particular cohort. To request RATs please complete this
form by 2:00pm and tests will be sent home. Alternatively please pop in to the front office between
8:30am and 9:00am to collect tests.

2023 considerations
Next month staff will be developing 2023 class lists. We will be having two classes in each year level
at this stage. To assist us with this process we need some information from families. Please email
mariana.fuenzalida@ed.act.edu.au if you have information on either of these points:
1. your child / children will not be returning to Farrer in 2023; or
2. you have information you would like us to consider when forming classes, e.g. peer
combinations that may not work. (We aim to do as best we can with this information).

Please email through a response if you need to by Friday 4 November 2022. We will notify families of
2023 class placements in the week of 12 December 2022.

2023 Book Pack Notes
Today children will bring home 2023 backpack notes. Please check school bags.

Children’s Week breakfast - postponed
The new date for the P&C Children’s Week breakfast and paper plane flying fun is Tuesday 15
November.

Quality learning
Congratulations to the following children who shared quality learning with school leaders over the
past fortnight. We always enjoy celebrating quality learning with children.
Year 1
Clancy, Lincoln & Harry

PBL lesson

Elliot & Arya

video creation

Eilidh

social emotional learning (SEL)

Year 2
Ana, Victor, Noah, Anaya & Abbie

writing

Calendar of Events

October
•

28th

Staff planning (pupil free) Day

•

28th

World Teachers' Day

November
•

1st - 2nd

Kindergarten Painting Project

•

14th

Assembly

•

15th

Children's Week Breakfast and Paper Planes

•

17th

Green Team Bike Ride

•

21st

P&C AGM

•

28th

Staff planning (pupil free) Day

December
•

1st

Learning Journey & BBQ

•

6th - 8th

Year 5/6 Camp @ Birrigai

Supporting Literacy Learning @ Home

Making Connections when Reading
When reading, making connections about things we already know is really important. We build on
our prior knowledge (things we already know) to make new connections as we learn.
We make connections to ourselves, to other texts we have read and to the world.

Connections we make to self are when we relate to the text on a personal level. Connecting what we
are reading about to our own lives can help make reading more meaningful. When connecting to
text, we strengthen our prior knowledge and identify things in common between authors and
genres. Text to world connections increase comprehension by linking our prior understanding to
new information.
We can talk, draw or write about the different connections that we have noticed while we have
been reading. These might be: I have a family too or this reminds me of when we read another book
by the same author.
When reading you can help your children make connections by asking questions such as:
•

What does this remind you of? Why?

•

Is this book similar to (or remind you of) another text? In what way?

•

What does this book make you think of? How does it link to something you already know?

News from FPS

Learning for Life program

Farrer Primary School works in partnership with The Smith Family.
The Learning for Life program provides families with opportunities to increase their children ’s
success at school. The program helps children reach their potential by supporting their education
from primary to post school studies.
Learning for Life provides support for children and families around matters of attendance and
transitions from primary to high school, access to educational programs and financial support to
help with costs related to education.
Please see the attached flyer for further details.
Should you have any questions, we invite you to contact FPS staff Jodie White (Yr 3-6 team leader) or
Mariana Fuenzalida (A/g Deputy Principal).
Alternatively you are welcome to contact Maddison Perkins on 0481 464 065
maddison.perkins@thesmithfamily.com.au

News from FPS P&C

Our AGM is 21st November!!!
Could you be our next President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Public Officer or a committee
member? We’d love some new faces on the committee. Please have a think about if you can help
and sing out with any questions! Everyone is welcome and all roles are open for nomination.
Nomination forms are available from farrerps.communityassociation@gmail.com
Please email your nomination form to farrerps.communityassociation@gmail.com
Not sure what the P&C actually does? Check out our 5 year plan and strategy - P&C 5 Year Plan
$10,000 donated to the FPS Landscape Plan
It’s been 3 years in the making, but we are finally seeing the FPS Landscape plan to fruition. The P&C
has just donated $10,000 towards the first stage of the FPS Master Landscape Plan which will begin
construction this term - keep your eye out for the new additions!
Fundraisers - so many yummy ways to treat yourself (or your family and friends) AND support the
P&C!
•

Mangoes - Orders closed - delivery in December 2022

•

Gingerbread Houses - Orders close 30th Nov Gingerbread House Fundraiser

•

Farrer Community Grapevine Wine Wine Fundraiser

Upcoming Meetings

•

P&C AGM - 21st November at 7pm, FPS Staff Room and Online - We’d love some new faces
on the committee. Please have a think about if you can help and sing out with any questions.
Email for a committee nomination form or more information.

•

We welcome all parents with an interest in supporting FPS through P&C activities to get
involved and attend the regular P&C meetings. If you have ideas or want to be on the
committee, this is THE forum to be heard.

Events
•

Goodwin Market Day - Saturday 29th Oct -Thank you to everyone who responded to our call
for volunteers to support Goodwin. Don’t forget to pop down and enjoy their market day.

•

Paper Planes & Breaky! 15th November. More details to come.

Canteen
Ordering (Closes at 8.30am each day)
•

All orders are via Spriggy Schools. Simply download the app, add a balance and start
ordering.

Volunteering
•

I’ve got some time! We'd love to have your help. Here’s the QR link to our volunteer sign
up sheet. If those times don’t work, no prob, shoot us an email and we’ll find a time that
works for you.

•

I’m sorry, I haven't got any time… no problem - did you know you can help us by donating
some non-perishable goods from your weekly shop or a Woolworths gift card? You can find
our shopping list in the links section below.

•

I’ve got an idea! Fantastic, we’d love to hear it.

Uniform Shop
How to order - Go to www.fpsuniformshop.com (don’t forget to put your student’s name and class
in the comments at checkout).
Second Hand Items - The drawers are overflowing and we can not keep up to date online. If you
want to have a rummage through, please email to arrange a time. Second hand items $1 - $5 each.
Delivery - All orders are sent home with students on Thursdays.
Anything else? Shoot us an email - FPSUniforms@gmail.com

P&C Handy Contacts & Links
•

Email - FarrerPS.CommunityAssociation@gmail.com

•

Facebook - P&C Facebook Noticeboard - P&C Noticeboard Facebook

•

Website - P&C Website

Canteen
•

Contact - TheKidsKitchenFarrer@gmail.com

•

Volunteer Roster

•

-

Term 3 - volunteersignup.org/J33XA

-

Term 4 - volunteersignup.org/R9H7B

Shopping list for donations - Canteen Shopping List

Uniform Shop
•

Sales - P&C Uniform Shop

•

Email - FPSUniforms@gmail.com

Donations are always welcome - P&C Donations - Always Welcome!

Community News

Contact Us

Farrer Primary School
Lambrigg Street
Farrer 2607 ACT
02 6142 0860
Email: info@farrerps.act.edu.au
Visit us on the web at www.farrerps.act.edu.au

Principal: Liz Wallace
A/g Deputy Principal: Mariana Fuenzalida
Primary Executive: Jodie White
A/g Early Childhood Executive: Emily Craggs
A/g Business Manager: Teresa Ang
School Board Chair: Phillip Bowden
P&C President: Cassandra Mann

