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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

 Term 2 Week 9          22 June 2017

REPORTS AND INTERVIEWS

Parents will receive their child?s semester one report tomorrow. The 
report will include an A-E summative report that outlines the grades 
your child has obtained for each subject area in semester one and a 
summary of the grades the year cohort received for each subject area. 
The report will also include a school based report which outlines 
student achievement in each subject area in more detail. Kindergarten 
do not receive an A-E report. Preschool students will receive a school 
based report that outlines their progress in line with the Early Years 
Learning Framework. It is important to remember that teachers award 
a ?C? grade for students who are achieving at the expected level for 
their year group. This is a positive achievement for students. We look 
forward to being able to discuss your child?s progress next week at the 
parent/teacher interviews. If you have not booked a time with your 
child?s teacher please phone the school to make an appointment. We 
value the time taken to share your child?s learning and progress. 

DRAMA CLUB PRODUCTION  

The Year 5/6 Drama Club are very excited to be performing their Circus 
Extravaganza on Wednesday Week 10 at 12 midday. Students have 
been learning about street theatre and children?s theatre to create 
their performance. They have led and developed  all aspects of the 
performance including script writing, costumes, props and music. 
Students will have the opportunity to showcase their performance to 
students from Preschool to Year 2. Family and friends are welcome to 
attend. 

http://www.farrerps.act.edu.au


PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE CONT.

YEAR 2 GOODWIN CHOIR

Our Year 2 choir students have been working hard to learn songs to sing at Goodwin 
for an intergenerational choir experience. They will be joining residents, who have 
been learning the same songs,  for a sing-along on Friday 30th June at Goodwin  

at 1pm. All welcome.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!

On behalf of the Farrer Primary School community, I 
would like to wish our lovely Marnie a very happy 
birthday! We celebrated this special occasion with her 
today.  Marnie - we hope your boys spoil you rotten, 
maybe even cook dinner for you? 

ROSTRUM STUDENT SUCCESS

A very big congratulations to Sarah Hall who represented 
Farrer Primary School at the Rostrum quarter finals last 

week.  Sarah was our runner up and will move into the semi-finals next term. Best of 
luck Sarah! We are very proud of you.

ACT CROSS COUNTRY 

I would like to congratulate Oliver H, Ben K, April V, Liam E, Imogen H, Rachel W, Ava 
M and Sebastian H for their success at the Tuggeranong regional cross country. Oliver 
H came first and was the 8 years champion whilst Imogen H came 5th and has 
qualified to compete in the Nationals at Hobart. Well done!

TERM AWARD ASSEMBLY

Congratulations to all our students who in week 10 will be the recipient of a term 
award from their class teacher or specialist teacher. Our assembly will be held on 29 
June at 2pm. All welcome. 

FUTURE OF EDUCATION

The ACT Government is committed to providing the best possible 
education for every child and young person, regardless of their 
background or circumstances. You are invited to have an active 
role in the consultation regarding what you would like to see the 
future of education look like. Next term we will be inviting our school community for 
input which will be collated and passed onto the ACT Education Directorate. Improving 
an education system is a never-ending process, and is informed by listening to 
everyone with an interest in making a good system even better.

 



PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE CONT.

Have a lovely and safe break - looking forward to term 3.
Linda H eath, Principal

TWITTER

A reminder that Farrer Primary School is now on Twitter. The purpose of our page is to 
keep our school community updated with student achievements and building our 
e-network with other schools, researchers and innovators. We encourage you to follow 
us @farrer_primary. Don't forget to retweet or like what you see!

HAPPY HOLIDAY

It is amazing that it is already mid-year break! I would like to wish all our students and 
families a very happy and safe winter break. We look forward to seeing you back on 
Monday July 17 for another wonderful term of learning. 
QUALITY WORK

I have again this fortnight been very impressed with the wonderful teaching and 
learning at Farrer. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the following 
students on their achievements:

5G - Lily and Alex for terrific animal posters.

3B - Lincoln and Carlo for outstanding spelling.

2M - Xiane, Cleo, Molly and Max for excellent sentences.

2X - Masud for great work in mathematics.

1C - Alistair for creative drawing.

1C - Ruby, Ashley, Felix, George, Lucas and Nicholas for wonderful dinosaur artwork.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Dat e Event Com m unicat ion

27 June CEIS Program Newsletter

28 June Drama Club Performance @ Hall App/ Note home 

29 June Term Award Assembly App

30 June Last day of Term 2 Newsletter

Year 2 Choir to Goodwin App/ Note home

17 July Term 3  App/ Newsletter

27 July Year 1 Assembly Newsletter/App



LEARNING, TEACHING & STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

Year  3 News
Year 3 have been been working hard, finding out about what life was like to an 
Aboriginal child before colonisation. These are our stories please feel free to come 
and read some of them next time you are traveling past our rooms.
 

This Term, Year 3 have been working on identifying 3D shapes and their properties. 
We have created some awesome 3D Art pictures which we are proud of.

We're sure you will agree!



LEARNING, TEACHING & STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

 Year 3 students have also continued to enjoy their sessions with their preschool 
buddy. It is exciting to hear the cheering of children as we enter the gate. We are 
always received with a warm welcoming.

Working with our preschool buddies.



LEARNING, TEACHING & STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

Year One at the National Dinosaur Museum
As part of our Biology Unit this term, Year One have been learning about 
dinosaurs. We were lucky enough to go on an excursion to the National Dinosaur 
Museum on Friday of Week 8. 

So much fun and learning packed into one excursion! Have a look at some of the 
things we did!

First we used real fossils to 
make amazing fossil casts to 

take home.

Then we went on a tour of the museum. We saw some amazing things! 



LEARNING, TEACHING & STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

Did you know that chickens are actually 
dinosaurs? That means we have actual 
dinosaurs at school!!
 

After our tour, we had lunch outside and 
played in the dinosaur garden.  

We did an A-Z Dinosaur hunt and then it was 
time to go back to school. 



LEARNING, TEACHING & STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

 

What?s Happening In Year 4?
As part of our history inquiry, Year 4 recently 
participated in an excursion to Lanyon Homestead, 
near Tharwa to participate in two programs ?The 
Convicts? and ?Who were the Convicts?? The program is 
managed  by the Historic Places Trust and aligns 
beautifully with work in our Year 4 Australian history. 
Lanyon was once owned by a Mr James Wright and he 
was assigned convicts to work on his property during 
the 1830?s.

Students got to be Cultural Architects for half the day. 
They were able to observe and sketch objects from 
the past and walk through paddocks and look at relics 
of buildings and structures from the 1830s.

The other half of the day involved the children 
participating in a role play in which they had to be 
convicts and experience some of  the harsh life that 
convicts had to endure.  After convincing the students 
that they wouldn?t really get flogged they were happy 
to participate! Some of the jobs involving building 
fences, digging the garden, filling water pails from the 
river, cleaning the sheep fleece and filling bags of 
wheat.

It was a very cold and foggy day but a wonderful 
experience for everyone. We even got up close and 
personal with some cows!!  

 



LEARNING, TEACHING & STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

Wow ? ?  what a fun filled semester full of LOTS of new discoveries and learning. 
Students across Farrer have embraced all things Digital Technologies from exploring the 
changes in technologies from 30 years ago (really old in their eyes), through to what will 
future look like and learning different forms of coding. 

Students have been learning to develop their 
problem solving skills to tackle current 
challenges and future challenges. We definitely 
have some BIG picture problems solvers at 
Farrer and country?s future inventors. 



SCIENCE AND ENVIRONMENT

The ACT Science Fair  is com ing up . . . 

In week 6 next term (Friday, 25th August) the ACT Science Fair is accepting entries 
from schools and individuals for the ACT Science Fair.  I am working with some year 
groups to prepare class entries this year and will be discussing these with students 
next term. 

Our school has been very successful in this in the past few years and I wanted to 
let our students know that they can enter their own entries too.  The information 
about how to put together an entry is online along with information about the cost 
of entering and a timeline for the fair.  If you search for 'SEA* ACT, Science Fair ' you 
will be able to find all the information. 

 If you are interested in putting together an entry with your child, please make sure 
that you create an investigation question.  The Science Fair is not for research 
questions, but rather is a chance to test those tricky questions your children may 
ask, such as, "What happens if you cook a cake without flour?". 

You will need to follow scientific method to test the question.  There is a great 
explanation of what you need to do in the science fair manual online.  Please take 
the time to look through it when you are planning your entry. 

I look forward to hearing from the students about their amazing entries! 

Kate Elliot 

Science and Environment Teacher 

FAMOUS AT FARRER

Last Thursday 15 June, Sarah Hall 
represented Farrer Primary School at the 
Rostrum quarter finals. She did an 
amazing job and was the runner up on 
the night. Sarah now moves onto the 
semi-finals which are being held next 
term. Congratulations Sarah!! 

Rost rum  



FAMOUS AT FARRER CONT.

On Tuesday  20 July our wonderful 
preschool educators, Lana and 
Jan, were invited to present their 
Ngunnawal Plant Project work to 
the Director of Learning and 
Teaching and members of the 
Directorate curriculum team, the 
Manager of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Education Section 
and to the other schools who 
participated in the pilot programs. 
Members of the Ngunnawal 
community were also invited. The 
work Lana, Jan and the preschool 
team have developed and 
implemented is significant and of 
a very high quality. How lucky we 
are at Farrer to have such leading  
educators.

Sarah Reece

Executive Teacher

Early Years Learning

Passionat e Preschool  Educat ors



FAMOUS AT FARRER CONT.

Our wonderful school has been showcased 
in a video for the ACT Government Actsmart 
agency. Actsmart assist Canberrans and local 
government providers with ways to save 
engergy, water, reduce waste and cut 
greenhouse gas emissions. Farrer is an 
Actsmart school and follows the 
sustainability practices recommended and 
supported by Actsmart. They provide us with 
a wide range of support including 
professional development, best practice 
guides, tools and resources.

A massive congratulations and thank you to 
our wonderful Kate Elliot for being such an 
ambassador for Farrer and for Actsmart. 
Thank you too to our beautiful students - you 
are stars!

You can find the video clip at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0bgA8GWdks 

Sarah Reece

Photos are taken from the Actsmart Youtube clipFam ous Far rer  on Act sm ar t  Clip

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0bgA8GWdks


FAMOUS AT FARRER CONT.

A big congratulations  to Oliver H, Ben K, April V, Liam E, 
Imogen H, Rachel W, Ava M and Sebastian H for being 
excellent representatives for the Tuggeranong region at 
the ACT Cross Country Carnival  on Wednesday 15 June. A 
massive congratulations to Oliver H who came first and 
was the 8 years age champion. and to Imogen H who came 
5th and has qualified to compete at Nationals in Hobart.  
Fantastic!

ACT Cross Count ry

A big congratulations to Sophie 
C, Hayley T and Isabelle T who 
represented Farrer as part of the 
Tuggeranong district hockey 
teams in the PSSA U12 girls' 
hockey gala day.  Our girls for 
displayed amazing skills and 
teamwork throughout the day. 

PSSA Hockey



NAIDOC WEEK AT FARRER

NAIDOC celebrations are held around 
Australia each July to celebrate the history, 
culture and achievements of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. The week is 
celebrated not just in the Indigenous 
communities but also in increasing numbers 
of government agencies, schools, local 
councils and workplaces.  We acknowledge 
NAIDOC week at Farrer with a special 
assembly hosted by our year 3 students. 
NAIDOC originally stood for ?National 
Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance 
Committee?. This committee was once 
responsible for organising national activities 
during NAIDOC Week and its acronym has 
since become the name of the week itself. 

Our beautiful year 3s did an amazing job, 
reflecting on their learning about Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people's culture, 
history, traditions and contributions to 
modern day Australia.

Sarah Reece



KIDS IN THE KITCHEN - SCHOOL CANTEEN

News from THE KIDS? KITCHEN  your School Canteen 

LAST DAY OF TERM ? HOT DOGS! 

There has been requests from some parents for hot dogs on the last 
day of term. As it?s too late to run a full meal deal we have decided to 
offer 48 hot dogs which will be available ONLINE ONLY - Friday 30th 
June. Orders can be placed from this Saturday 24th June, and the hot 
dogs will be $3.50. As there are limited numbers don?t leave it too late 
to place your order! We will run the regular menu with most lines 
available.

INTRODUCING OUR HOSPITALITY LEADERS

We have an enthusiastic group of year six hospitality leaders this year. We?d like to 
introduce Harry K and Sebastian H. This is such a fantastic photo!

TERM 3

The canteen will be open from week one, have a great 
break!

See you in the kitchen,

Marnie Boreham-Smith and Gemma Spain

Phone: 6205 7919

Mobile: 0418 196 529 Email: 
thekidskitchenfarrer@gmail.com

Hours: Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
Online ordering: www.school24.com.au

Farrer School ID for account setup: 2512896



OSH CLUB

Program  Updat e 

Hi Oshclub families,  only another couple of weeks and we will have school holidays again! 

We will be wrapping up the term with a summer celebration week, we will make hula skirts 
and other activities that make us forget the winter cold. 

Over the last couple of weeks the children have been enjoying some winter craft, making a 
snowman and penguins, also winter pictures. Cooking has been very popular and always 
yummy for late snack! Our year six children engaged in face painting with our younger kids, 
this was enjoyed be all. 

We have plenty of lost property so please come and have a look and see if any of it belongs 
to your child. 

Friday the 30th June we are inviting families and carers to join us for late snack, between 
5pm and 6pm. We would love to see you join us, and the children will be excited as well. 

I am trying to organise having the children make some sensory bottles for Marymead and 
their disability children. I need 600ml bottles, such as Gatorade or water bottles, I also need 
glycerine, any donations would be appreciated. 

Thank you to families that have provided feedback, as always the sheets are at the sign 
in/out table if you have anything to contribute. 

I am completing my Diploma in Early childhood education and care, and need permission to 
use photos and documentation for assignments and assesments, they will only be seen by 
myself and my teachers. There is a form at the sign in/out table if you are happy to sign it. 

Have a wonderful school holiday and see you all next term. 

If you have any issues please feel free to see me.  Sandra and the Team 

This Week?s Activities 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

 Before 
Care 
Act ivit ies 

Pict ionary 3 legged 
race 

Scrat ch ar t  

 Af t er  Care 
Act ivit ies 

Chocolat e 
biscuit s 

Box 
const ruct ion  

Balloon 
foot ball 

Thursday Fr iday 

Soccer  Farm er  sam  

Bookm arks Mosiac 
l izards 



OSH CLUB

Parent  Inform at ion  

 OSHC program  phone: 0428 130 826 

Coordinat or : Sandra Assist ant s: Michael, Madison, Sum an, Michele, Ebony and Lachlan  

OSHClub Head Of f ice: 02 8355 5300 All families must be enrolled to attend the program, 
remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and 
cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact 
the Coordinator direct at the program. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Don?t waste the winter sun, come explore 
Questacon after dark. Celebrate winter 
with tasty food, stargazing, winter crafts 
and science shows in addition to our eight 
action-packed galleries. Immerse yourself 
in the ultimate winter activity these July 
school holidays with Mid-Winter Nights @ 
Questacon.

http://www.oshclub.com.au


COMMUNITY NEWS

Im agine Music Theat re 

Gulliver ?s Travels              

Children aged 7 ? 12 are invited to spend the week 
with Gulliver, voyaging around the world and 
discovering amazingly different sizes of people! We 
will make many hand puppets to represent the small 
people of Lilliput, and one hand puppet to represent 
the tiny Gulliver in Brobdingnag. We will also create 
our own songs to accompany a dramatic version of 
the story. Each day will be full of singing, writing, 
drawing, acting, puppet-making,  playing recorders or 
percussion or any other instruments played. 

Workshop performance  Friday 6.00pm.  MONDAY ?  
FRIDAY  3 ?7 JULY            9.00 ? 3.30 EACH DAY
CHIFLEY HEALTH AND WELLBEING HUB ? 
COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM  Cost: $350 for the first 
child in a family, $310 for the second child; third child 
free. Enquiries and bookings: judithclingan@me.com 
62877571  /   0410 617 427 

2018 Aust ralian of  t he Year  Awards ? Be Great  and Nom inat e 

Give our nation?s best the recognition they deserve. Play your part in 
recognising Canberrans doing remarkable work, helping others and making 
a difference. Nominate an Australian of the Year, Senior Australian of the 
Year (65 years and over), Young Australian of the Year (16 to 30 years) or 
Australia?s Local Hero. Nominations can be made online at 
australianoftheyear.org.au and close on 6 August 2017. 

http://www.australianoftheyear.org.au
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