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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Term 3  Week 7 05 September 2019

Thank you 

I wish to share my appreciation for the positive way I have been welcomed 

into the Farrer School community. Thank you to our School Board Chair, Mr 

Gregory Andrews for the special welcome at assembly last week. Thank you 

to Mr Hatswell, Mrs Banwell and all staff for answering all my questions and 

embracing me into the Farrer team. Thank you to families who chat with me 

mornings and afternoons and to children who greet me with a smile 

whenever I see them in their classrooms and on the playground. I feel very 

fortunate to be leading such a collaborative, learning centred school. 

Fat her ?s Day Break fast  

A huge thank you to our P&C for organising and hosting a lovely Father?s 

Day Breakfast last Friday. We had a fabulous turn out and all children and 

family members reported having a great time. Thank you for coming along. 

Thank you to Mr Hatswell and the staff team for the range of games and 

activities also. 

At hlet ics

Congratulations to the 55 children who participated in the regional athletics 

carnival last week. Several students placed well in competition with other 

local students. Thank you to Mr Campbell, Mr Love and Ms Murphy for 

managing and supporting our team. 

St ep int o t he Lim elight

Congratulations to the 26 students who participated alongside hundreds of 

other students at Step into the Limelight last week at the AIS. The children 

reported having a wonderful time and families have expressed their 

http://www.farrerps.act.edu.au


PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE CONTINUED

admiration and appreciation for this opportunity. Thank you to Mrs Croucher and Ms Carling for 

organising and supporting the students in preparing and performing. Thank you also to all the 

families who attended and supported this event. 

Science Fair

Well done to all students who entered the Science Fair this year. Today classes are visiting the hall 

to see the range of entries and this afternoon we have our special STEM afternoon for students 

and their families. Thank you to Mrs Elliot for all her work in organising, promoting and hosting the 

Science Fair. 

Posit ive Behaviours for  Learning

Our staff team have begun a series of workshops in Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) which is 

a whole school program being implemented in all ACT public schools in the next few years. The 

purpose of PBL is to develop a common language and understanding of the positive behaviours 

and expectations we want to see demonstrated throughout the school. Staff, students and families 

contribute to the development of these shared expectations and then we explicitly teach and 

recognise them being implemented. 

Our first staff workshop was centred on our current school values and how these are used in 

learning and throughout the school. Keep an eye out for an opportunity to provide feedback on 

our current school values. 

Qualit y Work  

One of the many highlights of the week has been having conversations and sharing the learning with 
students across the school.

Hayley, Jack B, Ava, Oliver K - KBW - Excellent writing

Layla - 6T - Great song analysis

Cameron, Indiana - 6T - Excellent fraction work

Have a great week

L iz Wallace
Principal 



Dat e Event Com m unicat ion

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

2- 5 Sept Farrer Science Fair     Notes Sent Home

5 Sept Community STEM Afternoon   Notes To Be Sent

9 Sept Declan Music Man Visit @ Echidnas   Notes To Be Sent

11 Sept Learning Journey @ Echidnas   Newsletter/App

P&C Meeting (5-8pm) Newsletter/App

12 Sept Declan Music Man Visit @ Possums   Notes To Be Sent

Learning Journey K-6 and Possums   Newsletter/App

Assembly hosted by Year 4   Newsletter/App

13 Sept ACT Science Fair - entries due   Notes To Be Sent

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING UPDATE

Last week the PBL team ran an introduction to PBL for the staff. We shared some of the 

theory underpinning the framework and features of PBL. There are 7 essential practices 

which we will work through over time. 

Our next steps as a staff will be to begin to work on our school?s behaviour matrix. This 

includes thinking about desired behaviours for each 

non-classroom area. Once a draft is prepared, it will be 

shared with students and community for feedback. Staff 

will then work to teach these behaviour expectations to 

students. 

Another key element of our work is to review current school 

values in order to create a school PBL values statement. 

This important work will underpin our PBL work. Again, we 

plan to consult with staff, students and the community.  

 

PBL team  

Kat Carling, Aaron Flynn, Amy Carr, Michael Tinio, Georgie Kelley, Kate Elliot and Mariana 

Fuenzalida 



LEARNING, TEACHING AND STUDENT ENGAGEMENT



ELLYARD HAPPENINGSCULTURAL INTEGRITY

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Languages and Culture Symposium 

On 22 August our Directorate?s Indigenous Education section held their second symposium. It was a 
day of discussions, presentations and workshops with the aim being to support staff to embed 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives in their programs and in their school or work 
communities. 
It was a privilege to hear Edie Wright talk about her career in education. Edie is a Bardi woman who 
grew up in Derby and worked in various roles in the Kimberley. She spoke of the successes and 
challenges faced in working on initiatives to improve attendance, retention and engagement for 
Indigenous students.  
Julie Freeman spoke passionately about the role of language and culture. She is a Gorawarl 
Jerrawongarla woman and traditional owner for South Sydney and 
the Wreck Bay Aboriginal Community on the South Coast of NSW. 
I attended a singing workshop run by ACT teacher Julie Mayhew. 
Julie demonstrated how song and animation are being used in the 
teaching of Guugu Yimithirr which is the spoken language in Hope 
Vale in Queensland. It was beautiful to sing in language and learn 
about the journey taken to create the songs.  
Kie Barratt, ACT National Parks Indigenous Ranger at Tidbinbilla 
shared some of his knowledge of Ngunnawal country. He showed 
us how to make rope using tree bark, spoke about some of the 
significant sites around Tidbinbilla and some of the on Country 
learning which can take place there. I am excited about the 
upcoming excursion our year 2 students will have with the rangers 
at Tidbinbilla! 
All schools received a set of resources to support their journey of re-evaluating representations of 
Aboriginal society and rediscovering Australian cultures and languages. The books will shortly be 
accessioned and displayed in the library for staff and students to borrow. Thank you Amy Murphy for 
your support with accessioning these materials. 
 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) 

Farrer Primary School is working with representatives from schools within our 
cluster to devise a cluster RAP. This will involve completing a reflection survey to 
assist our planning by capturing a snapshot of reconciliation in our schools. 

We will soon be sending out an invitation to our communities to join our RAP 
working party. A diverse working group ensures that responsibility for 
implementing reconciliation does not sit with one person. Together, we will need to 

write a vision for reconciliation. It will need to clearly communicate the schools? commitment to 
reconciliation to the community. 

Our plan will need actions, some which we are required to include and others which can reflect the 
needs of our schools. 

Mariana Fuenzalida

Executive Teacher P-2  



EARLY YEARS LITERACY  

Staff attended professional learning with Chris Topfer and literacy leaders within the 

Directorate. Over two after school sessions, Chris shared with us the 10 essential practices 

for literacy learning and how these can be applied in classroom settings. 

The essential practices are  

1. Deliberate efforts to foster motivation and engagement within and across lessons 
2. Read Alouds of age-appropriate books and other materials, print or digital 
3. Small group & individual instruction, using a variety of groupings 
4. Activities that build phonological awareness 
5. Explicit instruction in letter-sound relationships 
6. Research-informed and standards aligned writing instruction
7. Intentional and ambitious efforts to build vocabulary and content knowledge
8. Abundant reading material and reading opportunities in the classroom 
9. Ongoing observation and assessment of children?s literacy development that 

informs instruction
10.Collaboration with families in promoting literacy

These essential practices will be the focus of our school based professional learning, 

teacher reflection, coaching and classroom practice.  

 

Prom ot ing reading

To further promote reading, teachers are 

working on writing brief book 

recommendations. These will be displayed in 

our home reading area. While making their 

book selections, children will be able to read 

about books their teachers have enjoyed. We 

hope this will inspire children to try 

something new and expand their book 

selection. 

Children will be encouraged to make book 

recommendations too. In this way we can all 

learn from one another?s reading experiences.  

 

Mariana Fuenzalida 

Executive teacher P-2 



  

LIMELIGHT 

Farrer School Choir at Limelight

On Thursday August 29th, 26 students attended the annual Arts Showcase, Limelight at the AIS 

Arena.  They were all excited and had worked very hard to learn all the songs and choreography 

required for the evening.

After a very long all day rehearsal, the students and their families were full of anticipation.

The performance was awesome and our Farrer students were great ambassadors for our school.  

There was a real buzz after the performance and the parents were excited when they collected 

their children.  There was also a visit from Mr Hatswell and Mrs Banwell who met us at our 

collection point.

Congratulations to everyone who attended and performed on the evening.

Tracey Croucher and Katrina Carling



P&C FATHERS DAY BREAKFAST



OSH CLUB NEWS

HAPPY WEEK 7 

We have been busy t he last  t wo weeks, having a great  t im e w it h our  t hem e weeks, we have had 
a being healt hy week, Pokem on week, we celebrat ed anim als. This week we are being creat ive. 

We had a visit  f rom  Am anda f rom  AFL Canber ra, she showed us som e new sk il ls. 

This week we have been enjoying t he wonder ful f resh air , being out side for  t he whole session. 
The children have really enjoyed t h is, Tuesday we had a group gam e of  cops and robbers! 

Vacat ion care is back  at  St  Pet er  and Paul for  t he Oct ober  holidays, if  you are want ing t o at t end, 
and haven?t  already, you w il l  need t o enrol and book  t hrough t hem . I w il l  have brochures 
available once t hey have been f inalised. 

Don?t  forget ! It ?s hat s back  on! All children w il l  need a hat  for  our  

out door  play in t he af t ernoons. 

Have you checked our  lost  proper t y? We are cont inuing t o collect  a 
large num ber  of  jum pers and t he weat her  is get t ing really cold! Our  lost  
proper t y is locat ed underneat h t he ipad in t he hall! 

RECYCLABLES! If  you have any m at er ials t hat  we can 
use for  our  craf t , please br ing t hem  in! We can never  
have t oo m any old m agazines, newspapers, wool or  even 
cardboard boxes! 

Please feel f ree t o com e t o see our  st af f  i f  you have any 
quest ions or  suggest ions for  our  program !  

We hope t o see you soon!  

The Far rer  t eam ! 

Sandra (Coordinat or ), Grace (Assist ant  Coordinat or ), Pat r ice (Educat or ) and Sue (Educat or ) 

OSHC program  phone: 0428 130 826 OSHClub Head Of f ice: 02 8355 5300  

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at    
www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day 
bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program

http://www.oshclub.com.au/
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