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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

 Term 4 Week 9 7 December 2017

End of  Year  Happenings

The school has been a buzz with end of year events and excursions. 
Thank you to all staff for your continued dedication and passion 
towards the education of our students. 

Please Not e: Our  t erm  4 Term  Award Assem bly and 
St af f  Farewell is on Thursday 14t h st ar t ing at  1.30pm  in 
t he hall. All Welcom e!

Repor t s

Student reports will go home tomorrow. Your child will receive an A-E 
assessment and a school based report. For Kindergarten students this 
will include the Kindergarten PIPS results. I was most impressed with 
the wonderful progress our students have made over the year. Please 
celebrate your child?s success with them and I take this opportunity to 
thank our teaching staff for all the fantastic work they have put into 
developing, implementing and assessing the program for your child in 
every key learning area. Well done!

Dance Ext ravaganza

Our end of year Dance Extravaganza last Thursday night was brilliant. 
Feedback from parents and the community has been extremely 
positive and we thank you for your continued support. The theme of 
music artists from around the world had us travelling from one country 
to another. Thank you to all our students who participated in dance 
lessons in the lead up to the night and to Tim our amazing dance 
teacher specialist. Tim, your patients in delivering an amazing dance 

http://www.farrerps.act.edu.au
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program and concert is commended. Thank you too to staff who joined in the fun; we hope 
you liked our performance too!

Royal Life Saving ACT

Farrer students have been enjoying their annual Royal Life Saving ACT swimming lessons at 
the Civic Pool with classes from kindergarten to year 6 participating. Thank you to Gabby 
Rogan for her organisation of this whole school event.

Chr ist m as at  Par l iam ent  House

The choir were just amazing at the ?Christmas at Parliament House? performance last 
Wednesday. The Farrer Choir have really developed the most beautiful repertoire of songs. A 
big congratulations and thank you to students for representing our school and to Jodie 
Cochrane and Gabby Rogan for your organisation.

St ay and Play

This week we have welcomed our newest Farrer Primary School students, our 2018 
preschoolers! Thank you to the preschool team for organising and hosting a ?Stay and Play? 
orientation visit for our beautiful 2018 preschoolers. We are very excited to have our incoming 
Echidnas and Possums come for a visit and familiarise themselves with the preschool 
environment. Next year we will see the introduction of school uniform in preschool to ensure 
that their identification as part of the school is even stronger. As a welcome gift, each of our 
preschoolers received a Farrer Primary School hat - thank you to Deb Avery and Shikha Colwill 
for helping in the organisation of this.

Cult ural Im m ersion

Our year 5?s this week have enjoyed a cultural immersion experience with a visit to the Ishori 
Japanese Restaurant in the city. This has fast become a year 5 Japanese tradition at Farrer and 
provides the most authentic opportunity for students to apply their knowledge of the 
Japanese customs and language. A big thank you to Bec Legge, Andrew Gibson, Sarah Reece 
and Michael Hatswell for helping out and to Ros Brydie for organising this delicious 
opportunity.

Year  6 Graduat ion

Next week (Monday 11-Friday 15) is our last week for the school year. It is also the week when 
we wish our year 6 students all the best as they leave us for high school next year and host a 
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special celebration in their honor. A big thank you in advance to the year 6 teachers, Jodie 
Cochrane and Michael Tinio and our wonderful parent committee in the organisation of the 
year 6 dinner and dance.

WHEN: Tuesday 12th of December in the school hall.

We extend an invitation to our community to join us on the 
Tuesday during the day, for our year 6 graduation 
presentation in the hall at 2pm.

Other end of year events next week include:

- Christian Education in Schools (CEIS) program will run 
on Monday 11th in the morning.

- Our wonderful choir will perform on Monday 11th 
during the afternoon at Goodwin Homes in Farrer. A lovely end of year 
intergenerational activity that I know our students and Goodwin community really 
enjoy. All Welcome!

- Please Note: Our term 4 Term Award Assembly and Staff Farewell is on Thursday 14th 
starting at 1.30pm in the hall. All Welcome!

You are most welcome to join us at these events.

We would l ike t o inform  com m unit y t hat  w il l  publish our  f inal newslet t er  next  week.

QUALITY WORK

I have again been delighted to have students come and share their outstanding learning with 
me this fortnight. It is so lovely to listen to students articulate their understandings and share 
in their pride. It gives me great pleasure to congratulate and acknowledge the following 
students:

3T - Cho Cho, Jack , Elsa and Zoe for great "Around The World" presentations

4R - Jade and Jacob for excellent shadow art

4B - Josh and Alex for their great work designing a borad game

5G - Lauchlan H for a wonderful excursion



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Dat e 11 December CEIS Program Note sent

Choir @ Goodwin Village Note sent

12 December Year 6 Graduation Assembly Note sent

12 December Year 6 Dinner and Dance Note sent

14 December Term Award Assembly Newsletter/App

15 December  Last day of term 4 Newsletter/App

5   Feb  2018 New students return

6   Feb 2018 All students return

Have a lovely week

Linda H eath
Principal

STUDENT CONGRATULATIONS

Grace Moore was awarded a silver medal for her Grade 1 Ballet 
exam by the Royal Academy Dance. Such an achievement by a 
talented dancer.

Congratulations Grace well done.



FARRER IN THE NEWS

Canberra Times, 24 November 2017, By Daniella White

ACT healt h says long t erm  in it iat ives key t o f ixing ACT's obesit y problem s

Growing fresh fruit and vegetables is just part of the curriculum for students at Farrer Primary School

The produce they grow is then used in the school canteen to make their lunches, giving them an understanding 
of their food from paddock to plate.

They are some of the students across the territory who participate in the Fresh Taste Program which aims to 
make healthy food and drinks a bigger part of everyday 
life.

A report released yesterday by the Australian Institute of 
Health and Welfare showed Canberra ranks as one of 
the worst metropolitan areas for overweight or obese 
adults.

ACT Health said initiatives like the Fresh Taste Program 
was one of the ways it was working to improve 
Canberra's waistlines into the future.

Chief Health Officer Dr Paul Kelly said while obesity was 
one of the biggest preventable health challenges in the 
ACT, there was no short term fix.

He said the government was investing in measures to combat obesity in the long term with a focus on increasing 
physical activity and improving nutrition.

"As part of the government 's investments, we are now starting to experience success in a range of our 
school-based programs," Dr Kelly said.

"We have expanded the 'It 's Your Move!' program to 11 high schools in the ACT, after a recent pilot program 
showed an overall drop in obesity for students aged between 12 and 16 at participating schools.

"Also, our Active Streets program has led to an overall increase in the percentage of students walking and riding 
to school.

"We are the only jurisdiction in Australia to reverse this trend.

"These types of programs are the key to combating obesity in our community."

Nutrition Australia ACT division's Leanne Elliston said there was a lot of work being done to encourage people to 
make healthier choices.

She said Canberra's good access to food supply and abundance of opportunities for physical activities meant 
there was no excuse for the concerning figures.

"But we are up against it there is just so much junk food options out there and a lot of advertising of unhealthy 
food," Ms Elliston said.

"We living in a society where we want to have our meals now and we want them to be cheap."

Farrer Primary School deputy principal Michael Hatswell said the Fresh Taste Program left students with more 

knowledge and interest around where their food comes from.

It involves students being engaged with their food from planting a seed to cooking a dish.

"It 's all about encouraging healthy choices at school and also transferring it into everyday life at home," he said.



Year  3

LEARNING, TEACHING AND STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

During this term Year 3 have been working very hard on these beautiful pieces of Pop 
Art. Their inspiration comes from one of the great artists ?Roy Lichtenstein?. I think you 
will agree we have some fantastic artists in our mist. Well done Year 3!



WEEK 8 ASSEMBLY HIGHLIGHTS

Guitar performance

Library competition winners

Ellyard merit awards

Cameron merit awards

Library monitors

ACTsmart presentation



DANCE EXTRAVAGANZA



ACT ROYAL LIFESAVING SWIMMING PROGRAM

FARRER PRIMARY SCHOOL CHOIR @ PARLIAMENT HOUSE



2018 PRESCHOOL ORIENTATION SESSION

ISHORI JAPANESE RESTAURANT



A big congratulations to the 12 schools who 
have ?graduated? from Fresh Tastes this term!

These schools joined Fresh Tastes three years ago and join eight other graduate 
schools, who have all made positive improvements to 
their food and drink environment.

The graduating schools will be recognised for their 
efforts by receiving a certificate and a vertical garden 

The Fresh Tastes graduates are: Arawang Primary 
School, Charles Conder Primary School, Far rer  
Pr im ary School, Forrest Primary School, Giralang 
Primary School, Kingsford Smith School, Lyons Early 

Childhood School, Mawson Primary School, Mount Rogers Primary School, 
Narrabundah Early Childhood School, Telopea Park School and Torrens Primary 
School.

FRESH TASTES @ FARRER

These schools will continue their journey and can share insights with other schools.

LOST PROPERTY

All unclaimed items of clothing, drink 
bottles, lunch boxes etc will be on 
display outside the Kindergarten 
doors on Thursday 14t h Decem ber  
at  3pm , following our Term Award 
Assembly.

PLEASE take your time and have a 
look if your child is missing a 
belonging. There are lots and lots of 
items with no names. 

Danielle Couzens



KIDS' KITCHEN NEWS

OUR LAST DAY TOMORROW

Well there are going to be tears in the kitchen on Friday, our last day after 6 years 
working together.

Where to start with all the thankyou?s. To our wonderful Farrer School Community 
Association for employing and trusting us over the years. Thank you to the school 
executive teachers, class, support and relief teachers, our wonderful George, 
hospitality students past and present, and all the students who have walked through 
our doors ? we?ll miss you all.

We wish continuing success to the new canteen staff in 2018 and we hope they 
realise how lucky they are to work in such a wonderful community and school.

SCHOOL24 ACCOUNTS

For those families who areleavingour wonderful school and still have money in your 
Kids? Kitchen account a refund is pretty simple.Please email to the link below your 
account name; BSB and account number and your balance will be transferred 
ASAP.We are keen to finalise our accounts ASAP so we?d appreciate your assistance.

For those families who arecont inuingfor 2018, if you don?t already have an account, 
now is the perfect time to setup before the New Year. All balances are carried over to 
2018.

MEAL DEAL THANK YOU

Thank-you so much to these beautiful mums who helped with our final meal deal in 
week seven.Big kisses go to: Judy, Kathleen, Helen, Leonie and Linda.

The cant eens last  day of  t rade w il l  be Fr iday 8t hDecem ber  2017 (week 9).

See you in the kitchen, Marnie Boreham-Smith and Gemma Spain

Phone: 6205 7919Mobile:0418 196 529
Email:thekidskitchenfarrer@gmail.comOnline ordering:www.school24.com.au

Hours:Wednesday, Thursday & FridayFarrer School ID for account setup:25128963

http://www.school24.com.au/


AFTER SCHOOL CARE NEWS

Program Update

Hello OSHClub families, last newsletter for the year!
I have been building up our community information table, if you would like to have a look please do or if you 
have any information on a community organisation feel free to contribute.

We are participating in a toy and food drive for the Salvation Army, if you are able to help out, that would be 
fantastic, I have a tub next to the community information table.

We have had visits from the Fire brigade and Kenny koala. Some of the activities that we have enjoyed

are, balloon stress balls, we have started making Christmas decorations. We have made a new birthday tree 
and have had fun trying to find our birthdays on the leaves. Outside games have included dodgeball and 
capture the flag, these seem to be the favourites at the moment.

I want to thank all the parents for welcoming me to Farrer this year, you have all been wonderful and it has 
been a pleasure looking after your children. I hope everyone has a merry Christmas and a fantastic New 
year. All of us at OSHClub are looking forward to an exciting 2018 with loads of great new activities.

Any parent suggestions are welcome.

Stay safe and see you all next year.

Sandra and the team
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