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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Term 1  Week 9 4 April 2019

COMMUNITY ANZAC ASSEMBLY

Anzac day is a day when we remember the anniversary of the landings of 

Australian and New Zealand soldiers or Anzac?s.  

We will be gathering here to honour the memory of those gallant men and 

women who sacrificed their lives in service to their country. 

We would like to invite all families to join us for our special whole school 

ANZAC ceremony hosted by our Year six students. 

Date: Thursday 2nd May (Thursday Week 1 of next term)  

Time: 2:00pm  

Place: Farrer Primary School Hall  

We hope you can join us!  

EARS AND TAILS FUNDRAISER

This year we are fundraising for the RSPCA. Tomorrow students will dress up 

in ears and tails or their favourite animal. Parents of junior school children are 

invited to stay at 9:00am for a short celebration.

NEW ENROLMENTS 2020

ACT Public School Enrolments for the 2020 school year will open on Monday 

29th April 2019. The enrolments form is available at 

www.education.act.gov.au.

Most schools have a group of nearby suburb(s) listed as the school?s Priority 

http://www.farrerps.act.edu.au
http://www.education.act.gov.au/
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Enrolment Area (PEA). Each public school gives priority to the enrolment of children living in its PEA or 

those with siblings attending the school. A number of suburbs in the ACT have a PEA for two or more 

public schools; this is called a Shared Enrolment Zone. A list of priority enrolment areas can be found on 

the DET website or they can also be found on the allhomes website. Farrer Primary School is a category 

A school and as such only processes PEA enrolments.  The online enrolment/transfer form allows for 

prospective enrolments for the following year. Schools process prospective enrolment applications after 

the closing date. Submitting an application prior to the closing date does not provide any 

advantage. We welcome families to Farrer Primary School and look forward to meeting our 2020 

parents and preschool children. Please call the school if you would like more information.

SCHOOL BOARD 

We would like to acknowledge and thank out-going School Board member Ruth Hilton-Bell for her work 

on our School Board and contributions over the past two years. We valued the time she gave to be part 

of this committee. We would like to welcome our newly elected School Board member, Connie Venning 

who will be joining us as a Board parent representative.  We congratulate Greg Andrews, elected as our 

School Board Chair and Judy Pettiford as our Deputy Chair. I would also like to acknowledge and thank 

all applicants who nominated for the school board this year.

YEAR 5 AND YEAR 6 CAMP 

Our senior camp was once again a terrific success. All students had a wonderful time engaging in camp 

activities and  and a wide range of team activities. Students enjoyed themselves and participated in all 

activities together in a cooperative way. Thank you so much to our amazing staff who volunteered their 

time to take our students to camp!

TERM AWARD ASSEMBLY AND P&C EASTER RAFFLE

Thank you to everyone for all the wonderful donations towards our Easter Raffle! We will draw the 

winners at our term award assembly on 11 April 2019. Thank you to our wonderful P&C and particularly 

Jo Laver for their assistance with this event. There will be many happy students who I am sure will enjoy 

the Easter goodies over break. 

NAPLAN 

Our year 3 and year 5 students will be taking part in the National Assessment Program Literacy and 

Numeracy (NAPLAN) next term. All students are encouraged to participate in assessments in reading, 

writing, language conventions and numeracy. If you do not wish your child to participate in these 

assessments you can apply for a withdrawal. If you would like to do this please see Ms Banwell or the 

front office staff for a form and details around this process. 
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PLAYGROUND SAFETY 

Please be aware of uneven surfaces in and around our school. We have many beautiful trees in our 

playground, however the roots have lifted the ground in some areas. Some of these roots lift concrete 

paths. We have planned to have any serious areas ground down  to ensure safety for all. Please Note: 

Students should always have supervision from a parent when playing on school equipment before or 

after hours.

ENRICHMENT WORKSHOPS

It has been wonderful to see so many students nominate for the Term 1 G.A.T.E.WAYS workshops. These 

are always terrific enrichment workshops that Farrer students enjoy participating in. Like-minded 

students can participate in programs that will challenge them intellectually and help develop their 

individual talents. It is anticipated that the information for the Term 2 workshops will be available soon.

UNIVERSITY OF NSW ASSESSMENTS  

The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is an independent, skills-based 

assessment program which recognises and rewards student achievement. ICAS is unique, being the most 

comprehensive generally available suite of academic assessments for primary and secondary school 

students. The assessments comprise assessments in English, Maths, Science, Spelling, Writing and Digital 

Technology. We are offering these assessments on a voluntary user-pays basis for families who wish for 

their children to participate.  The assessments offer yet another way for parents to seek information 

about a child?s understandings and talents.  The assessments are open to students from Year 3 upwards 

and involve paper based multiple choice questions.  Mr Campbell will circulate further information about 

these assessments in coming newsletters.

PRIMARY SCHOOLS ANZAC AND PEACE CEREMONY 

This week  our year six students and school representatives attended the 2019 ANZAC and Peace 

Ceremony at Eddison Park. This commemorative event was organised by the Woden Valley RSL 

Sub-Branch. It was attended by over 350 students from various schools in the area as well as several 

returned service men and women.  The beautiful and moving ceremony included laying of wreaths at the 

Obelisk at Eddison Park by each school who were accompanied by an official guest or veteran.  

RETIREMENT

I would like to inform the Farrer Community that I will be retiring at the end of May. It has been an 

absolute privilege to have led Farrer Primary School over the past 5 years and I will always have fond 

memories of the wonderful students, terrific staff and amazing community! During my time at Farrer 

Primary School, I have been fortunate enough to accomplish many goals. With this message I wish to 
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thank all of you for the great support you have given me during those years. Your friendship and your 

interest in Farrer Primary School and its principles and aims have greatly contributed to the many 

achievements. My greatest achievement, however, has been to see our students flourish in all aspects of 

their education! I thank you for your ongoing support as always and now look forward to new plans. I 

leave you in excellent hands as Mr Hatswell will be acting as Principal. 

HAPPY HOLIDAY 

We would like to wish all our students a safe and happy holiday and thank them for all the excellent 

learning undertaken during term one. I hope families have an opportunity to spend some quality time 

with your children. We look forward to your return on 29 April. 

QUALITYWORK

One of the many highlights of the fortnight has been having conversations and sharing the learning with

students across the school in classrooms, on the playground and in the Principal's office.

I would like to acknowledge and congratulate the following students on their quality work this

fortnight:

Mohsin KBW - Amazing "plant journey" of a sunflower 's information and artwork

Tom, Lucy, Ashton KBW - Amazing work in their "we grow and change"

Sowmic, Ria and Caitlin KP - Wonderful work on their "letters"

Archie KP - Excellent recount on the weekend activities

Immanuel KP - Great work in counting

Angelique 6T - Excellent work in mathematics 

Ella 6T - Great art work

Indianna 6T - Great writing about British migrants

Kevin M 6G - Excellence work in mathematics

Have a great week

L inda H eath
Principal 



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

 Dat e Event Com m unicat ion
5 April Ears and Tails Day - RWSPA Fundraising Newsletter/App

9 April Christian Education In School Newsletter

11 April Term Assembly Newsletter

Kindergarten First Aid Course Newsletter

12 April Last day of Term 1 Newsletter

29 April First day of Term 2 Newsletter

30 April School Photos (Preschool Echidnas) Newsletter

2 May Community ANZAC  Assembly @ 2pm Newsletter

Kindergarten - Kenny Koala Visit Newsletter

3 May School Photos (Preschool Possums) Newsletter

6 May Mothers Day Stalls - Preschool Echidnas Newsletter

7 May Year 1 Excursion - Hall School Museum Notes To Be Sent

8 May School Photos (K-6) Newsletter

Year 6 - Cluster Thinking Carnival Notes To Be Sent

9 May Year 6 Excursion - Future Expo Notes To Be Sent

Mothers Day Stalls Newsletter

10 May Cross Country Notes To Be Sent

INFORMATION REGARDING SCHOOL PHOTOS

- Envelopes for school photos ordering were sent home 
this week. PLEASE BRING THE ENVELOPE ALONG ON 
SCHOOL PHOTOS DAY.

- As for sibling photos order, the form has been sent 
home to the eldest child in the family. THE ORDER 
FORM WILL NEED TO BE HANDED IN TOGETHER 
WITH PAYMENT AT FARRER PS FRONT OFFICE.



LEARNING, TEACHING AND STUDENT ENGAGEMENT



ANZAC DAY CEREMONY @ EDDISON PART

Wednesday 3rd of April, the students in Year 6 attended the 21st ANZAC Day ceremony at Eddison 

Park. They learned many interesting things about what it means to be an ANZAC soldier and 

fascinating facts about the original Eddison ceremony. For example, did you know that rosemary is the 

herb of remembrance and is the universal symbol of eternal friendship? The Catafalque Party then 

demonstrated what it looked like for soldiers to move during the war, and some war veterans came 

wearing their uniforms and badges proudly. The winners of the ANZAC Peace Ceremony Writing 

Competition were announced. The Year 6?s prayed about the soldiers and sung traditional Australian 

and New Zealander songs. Then it was time for the laying of the wreaths. Two representative students 

from each school, all with a soldier escort, walked to an ANZAC memorial centrepiece and placed down 

their wreath. After the last few speeches about the importance of ANZAC Day, it was time for the Year 

6s to go back to school. By Erin McKinley, 6T



SCHOOL SPORTS UPDATE
Hockey

Over the past three weeks, ACT Hockey have provided all students from K-6 the opportunity to try 

hockey. The clinics were fun, engaging and challenging. For many of our students they had not 

tried Hockey before. Thanks to Jesse from ACT Hockey for coming out and running the clinics. If 

you would like further information please see Mr Campbell.

  

Swim m ing

On Tuesday 2nd April, 14 Farrer students attended the Tuggeranong Regional Swimming Carnival. 

It was a tough day of swimming and congratulations to all of our students for participating and 

representing our school with great effort and pride. Congratulations to Declan Clowry who has 

progressed to the ACT Swimming Carnival to be held early next term.

Paul Campbell - Sports Coordinator



UPDATES FROM LIBRARY



FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES @ FARRER



OSH CLUB UPDATE

PROGRAM UPDATE

Welcome to week 9 

We have had a couple of busy weeks, we said goodbye to Suman on Friday, as she is off to our St Peter 
and Paul program. We are welcoming Sue this week, she has come from that program, she is very 
experienced and is looking forward to getting to know the children and families.  

Inside, we have been enjoying dressing up, making pictures with things in our environment, a beauty 
salon, lego beyblades. We have been discussing activities that the children would like to do. We have also 
changed our menu, it will be a rotating two week menu. 

Outside we are enjoying games like fruit salad, observation tips and farmer sam. We have been watering 
our garden, and we are starting to see the seedlings coming through. 

A reminder of our sun safety policy, we do require that the children wear hats outside. I understand that 
the school prefers that they keep their school hats in their desks, we don?t need a school hat, it can be 
any hat, preferably a broad brim hat. 

We already have a large lost property box, with a lot of hats, please feel free to come up and check to see 
if any belong to your children. 

Don?t forget to book in for school holidays, we are looking forward to a good turn out. If we have enough 
interest, we could have our own holiday program permanently. 

If you have any questions please feel free to see me or any of our other staff. 

 

Sandra and the team 

This week's activities

Parent  Inform at ion

OSHC program  phone: 0428 130 826 Coordinat or : Sandra   Assist ant  Coordinat or : Grace  

Assist ant s: Sum an, Pat r ice 

OSHClub Head Of f ice: 02 8355 5300  

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online at 

www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on the day 

bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Before Care 
Activities

Drawing Our 
Family

Lego Building Board Games Trains Hula Hoops

After Care 
Activities

Gravitrax Bey Blade Club Multicultural 
Day

Drama club Just Dance

http://www.oshclub.com.au/
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