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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Term 2 Week 1 27 April 2017

WELCOME BACK TO TERM 2!

We welcome all families back for an exciting term of learning. 
We hope you had a lovely break and look forward to working 
with you and your children to 
achieve positive outcomes. We 

look forward to events in many extra-curricular 
areas including our annual Cross Country, 
Athletics carnival, Rostrum Public Speaking, 
Japanese Autumn Festival, Alpha theatre 
production and school photos. 

STUDENT SUCCESS 

A huge congratulations to Shiori Ishikawa our 
Year 6 student, who won the writing 
competition for the Woden Valley RSL branch 
ANZAC writing competition this year. We are so 
proud of Shiori?s achievement! Shiori read her 
winning essay to a crowd of students from the 
Woden Valley area along with dignitaries from 
the New Zealand High Commission and 
Australian forces at a ceremony in Eddison 
Park, to commemorate ANZAC Day and to 
reflect on peace. Our Director General, Natalie 
Howson attended and shared Shiori?s essay 
with all Education staff across the ACT. A copy 
of Shiori?s essay is attached. 

Well done Shiori!   

Shiori with Director-General of Education, 
Natalie Howson and Mrs Heath

http://www.farrerps.act.edu.au
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ANZAC CEREMONY 

Today we held our Anzac Day assembly. It was lovely to remember all Australians who served 
and died in war and on operational service. I was most impressed with the presentation to 
commemorate all those who have served our country. Thank you to Mr Gibson, Mrs Legge 
and our year 5 students who organised this event. It was fantastic to see our Goodwin 
residents attend and enjoy our ceremony. They had some wonderful stories. Well done! 

INFORMATION EVENING FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS AT MELROSE HIGH SCHOOL 

The information evening for prospective students to Melrose High School in 2018 is on 
Thursday 11 May, starting at 5:50pm ? 7.30pm. Parents and students will be able to meet the 
principal, listen to important information and take part in a tour of the school. I encourage our 
families to go along to hear about all the wonderful learning programs that Melrose High 
School has to offer. 

NAPLAN UPDATE 

Our year 3 and year 5 students will be participating in the National Assessment Program ? 
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) in week 3. The assessments cover skills in reading, writing, 
language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. NAPLAN tests skills 
that are developed over time through the school curriculum. They provide parents and 
schools with an understanding of how individual students are performing at the time of the 
test, once every 2 years. Teachers also use other assessments and data each term to track and 
monitor your child?s progress. Unfortunately we have been advised that there are technical 
issues with the testing system that cannot be adequately resolved before the May NAPLAN 
test dates. Therefore no schools in the ACT will use online testing this year. For 2017, this 
means that NAPLAN tests will be done with pencil and paper as our school has done in 
previous years. 

ENVIRONMENT CENTRE CARE

Thank you to all our wonderful parents and their children for taking such good care of our 
animals in the environment centre over the holiday period. To all our families we appreciate 
your efforts in the work on our gardens and with our animals. Our Environment Centre is 
highly valued by all our students, staff and community 

http://www.farrerps.act.edu.au
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Have a fabulous fortnight

Linda H eath, Principal

PRESCHOOL ENROLMENTS ARE NOW OPEN  

Preschool enrolments opened on line for 2017 on April 26. The on line address is 
http://www.det.act.gov.au/school_education/enrolling_in_an_act_public_school. Enrolments 
are open until May 30.  Your child must be 4 by April 30 2018. All enrolments must be 
completed on-line. If you need to use a computer or need any help, please contact the front 
office on 62057911 and we will assist you with this process. Please note that enrolment does 
not confirm a placement, you will receive written confirmation. 

JUNIOR EASTER HAT PARADE 

The Farrer Primary School community was treated 
to some wonderful Easter hat creations during the 
Easter Hat Parade on Thursday of Week 10. 
Kindergarten to Year 2 participated in this fun 
event, displaying great enthusiasm. A huge thank 
you to our Ellyard parents as so many attended the 
event. A big thank you to Jess Pickering for 
organising the event. 

CROSS COUNTRY   

Our school Cross Country carnival is on Wednesday 
2nd May. The morning provides a wonderful opportunity for students to demonstrate their 
athleticism by strapping on their running shoes and completing our Cross Country course. 
Please ensure your child/ren has a drink bottle and hat. Students can wear their house colour 
on the day. We look forward to cheering on each other and displaying our sportsmanship. All 
welcome.

QUALITY WORK

I would like to congratulate the following students who have shared some wonderful learning 
with me this week. What a fabulous way to start the term!

Cade 5G Wonderful writing

Maddison, Erin, Layni and Jacob 4R Terrific work with water colour

Max, Cleo, Lincoln and Grace 2M Excellent handwriting

Nicholas 1C Excellent spelling

Alistair 1C Great work in maths



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Dat e Event Com m unicat ion

27 April ANZAC Assembly 2pm Newsletter/App

28 April Year 6 Excursion Note 

1 May ACT Swimming Note

2 May Year 6 Combined Band Note 

3 May School Cross Country Note/Newsletter/App

4 May Year 1 Assembly Newsletter

5 May Year 6 visit to Melrose HS Note coming

9 - 19 May NAPLAN Note/App

9 May Preschool Mother 's Day Stall Newsletter/App

9 May P&C Meeting Newsletter/App

12 May Mother 's Day Stall Newsletter/App

ANZAC DAY ASSEMBLY

      Year 5          Laying of the wreaths             One minute silence            Our Goodwin visitors



STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 

During the school break, 14 
Farrer staff updated their first 
aid qualifications. There were no 
'first day of holidays sleep-ins' 
for us!  Thank you and well done 
to staff - this is a really important 
additional skill to have and we 
know our students are in safe 
hands in the event of an 
emergency.

Sarah Reece

Early Years Executive Teacher

ENVIRONMENT CENTRE 

We would like to extend a special thanks to Jo Laver and her crew for strengthening our 
garden beds and moving some soil into them.  This is a great job to have done in 

preparation for our Garden Working Bee this 
Friday.  We are hoping our school families will 
be able to bring shovels, wheel barrows and 
spare hands to finish filling our gardens with 
new garden soil that we have brought in.   If 
you can spare the time, please come between 
3:30 and 5:00pm.  Feel free to bring a plate to 
share when we finish.  Families who can make 
it will also get the opportunity to learn about 

the Environment Centres new and exciting sustainability project. 

 I hope to see you on Friday! 

Mrs Elliot 

Environment Teacher



CELEBRATING STUDENT SUCCESS AT FARRER

Congratulations to Shiori again on her award winning entry.

Artwork: wreaths presented by classes at our ANZAC 
Day Assembly



LEARNING, TEACHING & STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

What?s happening in Japanese ? 

 

Students from 1C started learning new vocabulary around the topic of WEATHER. 

Figure 2 Ashley  
Figure 1 Alist air  

Students in year 5 began new vocabulary lists on their new topic: ? ? ? ?

kinjo (Neighbourhoods) 

Figure 4 Cam eron Figure 3 Luka  

Figure 6 Eleanor  Figure 5 Luke 



 FROM THE P&C



KIDS IN THE KITCHEN - SCHOOL CANTEEN

News from THE KIDS? KITCHEN your School Canteen 

 MEAL DEAL THANKS 

Many thanks these fabulous Farrer mums who helped pack nearly 200 hot Dogs on the last 
day of term one.  Thanks to Linda, Judy, Rebecca, Michelle, Jennifer and Candice. As usual the 
kids love their ?red treat? for the term and the sales where fantastic! Thanks Farrer. 

 TERM TWO

We back open for business and with a couple of litt le price tweaks our menu is up and 
running. The couple of items that will effect most of the school are: Twisted frozen yoghurts 
$2.50; Yoghurt with fresh fruit/muesli $2.50; Fresh Juice $3.00; hot Milo $2.00 and Pasta 
bolognaise $3.50. Price increases throughout the year do happen and due to our very tight 
margins we have to pass them on.

See you in the kitchen,

 Marnie Boreham-Smith and Gemma Spain 
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Do not  t ouch, pick  or  eat  any w ild m ushroom s!   Death Cap 
mushrooms are one of the world?s deadliest mushrooms and can be 
currently be found across the Canberra region. Since 2002, there have 
been four deaths and many poisonings in the ACT due to Death Cap 

mushrooms. 

In Canberra, Death Cap mushrooms often grow near established oak 
trees in mild, moist weather.  Death Cap mushrooms have previously 

been found growing on school grounds in the ACT. 

Parents and teachers are asked to remind children not  t o t ouch, pick  or  
eat  any w ild m ushroom s.   As the Death Cap mushroom can easily be 
confused with edible varieties, adults are also strongly advised not to 
touch, pick or eat any wild mushrooms. It is difficult, even for 

experienced collectors, to tell the difference between the Death Cap mushroom and edible wild 
mushrooms.   All parts of the Death Cap mushroom are poisonous and eating part of a mushroom 

can be fatal.  Cooking the Death Cap mushroom does not make it safe. 

If you suspect that you or one of your family members might have eaten Death Cap mushrooms, 

you should seek urgent medical attention at a hospital emergency department. 

If you believe you have spotted a Death Cap mushroom, do not touch the mushroom with your 
bare skin. If it is in your own yard, the best option is to leave it be and make sure others stay away 
from the area. The mushroom will die in a few days.   If you believe you have spotted a Death Cap 
mushroom growing in a public area, please contact Access Canberra on 13 22 81.   For further 
information on Death Cap mushrooms, download the fact sheet online at 

http://www.health.act.gov.au/datapublications/fact-sheets/environmental-health.    
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